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24 April 1868

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church, two actions were taken in regard to
Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte. The congregational meeting was postponed because the consistory
wished to speak with the former pastor now that he returned home. The second action was to
continue to pay the salary to Rev. Van Raalte, if possible, "as long as we do not have our own
pastor. This will be subject to the approval and affirmation of the local Third Church, whose
pastor is partially involved in the work."
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, p. 316.

Page 316
Consistory Meeting of April 24, 1868
Absent: Kamper, Sprietsma, Beeuwkes.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Schrader.
ARTICLE 2 — Brother Keppel was chosen as chairman.
ARTICLE 3 — Present at the meeting was Fransose de Koeijer, nee van der Hinden,
desiring to make profession of faith. She was accepted.
ARTICLE 4 — It was decided to postpone for some time the congregational meeting,
because Rev. van Raalte has returned to his home, and we desire first to speak with him.
ARTICLE 5 — It was decided that next Sunday over eight days a collection will be taken
for the education of our youth, in order to cover the deficit.
ARTICLE 6 — It was decided, as much as possible, to continue to pay the salary of Rev.
van Raalte, as long as we do not have our own pastor. This will be subject to the
approval and affirmation of the local Third Church, whose pastor is partially involved in
the work. This presumes that other pastors and congregations will also give their
approval to serve this vacant congregation from time to time without remuneration.
This decision was taken out of the conviction that we have a responsibility and, at the
same time, we will be giving a token of our esteem and love for the manifold services
given to this and the other congregations of our colony.
ARTICLE 7 — It was decided to meet again in eight days.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Geerlings.

G. Wakker, clerk

